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spiritual exercises under episcopal sanction.    In May, 1725, Pope Bene-
dict XIII gave a verbal permission for the " Congregation " to " assemble
companions and live according to the rides as drawn up."   On yth June,
1727, Paul and his brother were ordained priests by the same pontiff.   The
following year with the permission of Mgr. Palmieri, Bishop of Saone,
they took possession of a dilapidated hermitage on Monte Argentaro
near Portecole.   Then occurred exactly what had happened to St Alphonsus
LiguorL   The few novices of the new foundation fell away leaving Paul
and his brother alone except for one lay-brother.    Nothing discouraged,
the pair had recourse to prayer, and the fruit that comes from that and
patience, and by 1737, they were enabled, with the free labour of the in-
habitants of Orbitello, to complete the first Monastery or " Retreat " there,
on land granted by the King of Naples.   On I5th May, 1741, the Rules
of the Foundation were solemnly approved by Benedict XIV, who declared:
" This Congregation of the Passion is the last to come into the world,
and it seems it should have been the first."   By the brief Ad Pastoralis,
18th April, 1746, the same learned Pope raised the Passionist Institute
to the rank of a religious Congregation.    From this time, the record
of St Paul of the Cross and his brethren is a history of constant new
foundations, missions and retreats in various parts of Italy, the holy Founder
himself having in eight years given the Spiritual Exercises in no less than
nineteen dioceses, beginning with Viterbo and ending at Sezze.    Fr.
Paul prepared his sermons and discourses not only by much prayer, but
also by severe fasts and the use of the discipline.    The conversions
he wrought were astounding.    We read of notorious public sinners,
desperadoes, smugglers, robbers, etc., abandoning their evil lives and living
henceforth as models of penitence.    But the heart and soul of Fr. Paul
went out to other nations as well.   It was while praying before the Blessed
Sacrament in the Church of Castellazzo, that he first thought of the con-
version of England.   He does not seem to have met any English people,
yet the ancient splendour of the Church in these realms always appealed
most powerfully to his imagination.   In his old age he said: " Let us pray
for England.   Whenever I begin to pray, this kingdom presents itself to
my mind, and it is now fifty years since I began to pray unceasingly for
the conversion of England to the Faith of its fathers."    Not till nearly
sixty-seven years after his death were his spiritual sons to come to this
country, and then one of the first-fruits of their initial labours was the
reception into the Church of John Henry Newman by Father Dominic
of the Mother of God, which momentous event took place at Litdemore,
near Oxford, 9th October, 1845.    Though as far as we know, Fr. Paul
was not personally acquainted with any English people at least of note
it is pleasant to recall that Prince Henry Benedict Stuart, the titular Henry